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HERE is fearce any Manin England, of 
whit Denomination foever, that-is not a 
Free-thinker in Politicks,; amd hath mot fome 
particular Notions of his owt, by which he 
dilinguifhes him{eif from the reft of the Com~ a | 
munity. Our Iffand, which was formerly cal- i | 
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led a Nation of Saints, thay now be called a th 
Nation of Statefmen. Almofl everyAge, Profeffi- ey 
on, and Sex among us, has its Favourite Set of 4 
Minifters, and Scheme of Government. | 
Our Children are initiated into Faétions be- : 


fore they know their Right Hand from their in 
Left. ‘They no fooner begin to fpeak, but | 
Whig and‘Tory are the firft Words they learn. mi 
Fhey are taught in their Infancy ro hate one half i 
of the Nation; and contraét all the Virulence ft 
and Paffion of a Party, before they come to the ) 
Ufe oftheir Reafon: ~~ 
As for our Nobility, they are Politicians by 
Birth; and°though the Commons‘of the Na, 


tion’delegate their Power im the Community to iy 
certain Reprefentatives, every one referves to it 
himfelf a'‘private Jurifdiétion, or Privilege, of : 
cenfuring their Conduét, and rectifying the Le- ik 
piflature. There ?s {carce a Frefh-mamin-either i! 
Univerfity, who is not able to metid the Con i 
ftitution in feveral:Particulars.’ We fee "Squires a 
and Yeomen coming up to Fown every Day, il 
fo full of Politicksthat, to ufetheThotghro i 
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an ingenious Gentleman, we are frequently put 
inanind of Roman DiGators, who were called 
from the Plough.” I have often heard of a Se- 
nior Alderman in Buckinghamfhire, who, at all 
publick Meetings, grows drunk in Praife of A- 
riftocracy, and is as often encountered by an 
old Juftice of Peace who lives in the Neigh- 
bourhood, and will talk you from Morningtill 
Night on the Gothic Balance. Who hath not 
obferved feveral Parifh Clerks, that have ran- 
facked Hopkins and Sterubold for Staves in fae 
vour of the Race of ‘facob; after the Example 
of their Politick Predeceffors in Oliver’s Days, 
who on every Sabbath were for binding Kings 
in Chains, and Nobles in Links of Iron! You 
can {carce fee a Bench of Porters without two 
or three Cafuifts in it, that will fettle you the 
Right of Princes, and ftate the Bounds of the 
Civil and Ecclefiaftical Power, in the drinking 
ofa Potof Ale. What is more ufual than on 
a Rejoicing Night to meet with a drunken Cob- 
ler bawling out for the Church, and perhaps 
knocked down a little after, by an Enemy in 
his own Profefflion, who is a Lover of Mode- 
ration! 
We have taken notice in former Papers of this 
Political Ferment being got into the Female 
ex, and of the wild Work it makes among 
them. We have hada late moft remarkable In- 
ftance of it in a Conteft between a Sifter of the 
White Rofe, and a beautiful and loyal young La- 
dy, who to thew her Zeal for Revolution- 
Principles, had adorned her ‘pretty Bofom with 
a Sweet William. The Rabble of the Sex have 
not been afhamed very lately to gather about 
Bonfires, and to fcream out their Principles in 
the Publick Streets. In fhort, there is hardly 
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aFemale in this our Metropolis, who is nota 
competent Judge of our .higheft Controverfies 
in Church and State. We have feveral] Oilter- 
women that hold the Unlawfulnefs of Epifco- 
pacy; and Cinder wenches that are great Stick- 
lers for indefeafible Right. 

Of all the Ways and Means by which this Po- 
litical Humour hath been propagated among the 


People of Great Britain, 1 cannot fingle out a- | 


ny fo prevalent and univerfal, as the late con- 
ftant Application of the Prefs to the publifhing 
of State-Martters. We hear of feveral that are 
newly ereéted in the Countrey, and fet apart 
for this particular Ufe. For, it feems, the Peo- 
pleof Exeter, Salisbury, and other large Towns, 
are refolved to be as great Politicians as the In- 
habitants of London and HW’e/tminfter; and deal 
out fuch News of their own Printitig, as is belt 
fuited to the Genius of the Market-People, and 
the [afte of the County. 

One cannot but be forry, for the fake of thefe 
Places, that fuch a pernicious Machine is eredt- 
ed among them; for it is very well known here, 
that the making of the Politician is the breaking 


of the Tradefman. When a Citizen turns a. 
Machiavel, he grows too cunning to mind his. 


own Bufinefs; and I have heard a curious Ob- 
fervation, that the Woollen Manufature has. 
of late Years decayed in Proportion as the Paper. 
Manufa@ure has encreafed. Whether the one 
may not properly be looked upon as the Occa- 
fion of the other, I fhall leave to the Judgment. 
of Perfons more profound in political Enquiries. 

As our News-writers record many Faas. 
which, to ufe their own Phrafe, afford great 


Matter of Speculation, their Readers . fpeculase. 
accordingly, and by their — of Conjeftures, 
S im. 
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in a few Years become confummate Statefmen; 
befides, as their Papers are filled with a different 
Party-Spirit, they naturally divide the People 
into different Sentiments, who generally con- 
fider rather the Principles, than the Truth of 
the News-writer. This Humour prevails to 
fuch a Degree, that there are feveral well-mean- 
ing Perfons in the Nation, who have:been fo 
mifled by their favourite Authors of this kind, 
that in the prefent Contention between the Zark 
and the Emperor, they are gone over infenfibly 
trom the Interefts of Chriftianity, and become 
Well-wifhers to the Mahometan Caufe. In a 
word, almoft, every News-writer has his Sect, 
which (confidering the natural Genius of our 
Countreymen to mix, vary, or refine in No- 
tions of State) furnifhesevery Man, by Degrees, 
with a particular Syftemof Policy. For, how- 
ever any One may concur in the general Scheme 
of his Party, itis ftill with certain Referves and 
Deviations, and with a Salvo to his own pri- 
vate Jndgment. 
Among this innumerable Herd of Politicians, 
I cannot but take. Notice of one Sett; who do 
not feem to play fair with the reft of the Frater- 
nity, and make a very confiderable Clafs of 
Men. Thefe are fuch as we may call the 4f- 
terwife, who, when any Proje& fails, or hath 
not had itsdefired Effeét, forefaw all the Incon- 
veniencies that ‘would arife from it, though 
they kept their Thoughts to themfelves till they 
difctovered the. iffue. Nay, there is nothing 
more ufual than for fome of thefe wife Men, 
who applauded publick Meafures, before they 
were putin Execution, to condemn them upon 
their proving unfuccefsful. The Di@ators in 
Coffee-houfes are generally of this Rank, whe 
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